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A Message from Dr. Sanjay Rai

As events, new and old, have transi(oned to the virtual
environment, October and November have been rich, rewarding,
engaging – and busy. Advising Day (see below), Humani(es Days,
the Academic Affairs Planning Session: Now and for the Future,
Raptor Tank, and the opportuni(es to engage with colleagues and
students on issues of equity and inclusion, the elec(on, and the
pandemic illustrate the important role we play in providing
informa(on and a plaWorm for informed discussion as we ensure
con(nuity of opera(ons at the College. I have the privilege of working with so many remarkable
people who make this possible.

Thanks to the work that all of you are doing, our fall semester has be very successful. It is clear to me
when I look at Extended Winter Session enrollments that we are doing something right. Enrollments
are at a record high, approaching 3,000. Students are telling us that they want the opportunity to
con(nue on their academic pathway. We are listening. Comple(ng a cer(ficate or a degree a li\le
faster or distribu(ng their academic coarse load to achieve a work-school-life balance are important
considera(ons. The Extended Winter Session enrollment is nearly 1,000 higher than last year’s
combined 3-week Winter Session and 5-week Extended Winter Session. The deans and chairs are also
keeping a close eye on spring enrollments, and will con(nue to add sec(ons to meet student demand.

We have learned so much this past year about our students, about pedagogy, about ourselves, and
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most importantly, about our capacity for adaptability, flexibility, innova(on, generosity, and kindness.
Just as much of what we had done prior to the pandemic posi(oned us well to meet the challenges of
2020, I know that what we have learned and accomplished this year has prepared us for the year
ahead.
 
As the fall semester draws to a close and we look forward to winter break, please con(nue to consider
the safety of your family and friends as you plan celebra(ons. Covid vaccines, now being distributed,
give us cause to be very op(mis(c about 2021. I am so amazed and grateful that vaccines were
developed in less than one year. I know we must con(nue to be pa(ent, but that seems a li\le easier
knowing that the precau(ons we con(nue to take now will result lives saved – so much to celebrate in
the new year.
 
For all that you are doing, I remain so grateful.

Sanjay

NominaCon OpportuniCes
Outstanding Faculty/Staff Awards: Nomina(ons are open, due March 1

New Cyber Pathway for MC Students
The SANS Technology Ins(tute (STI) and Montgomery College have
established a pathway that enables graduates of Montgomery
College's A.A.S. program in Cybersecurity with a GPA of 3.0 or greater to
directly transfer into the SANS.edu for a bachelor’s degree in professional
studies in applied cybersecurity (BACS). MHEC approved the new BACS
degree last month. It is the naCon’s first professional cybersecurity
college degree, and now MC students can complete up to 70 credits at the College prior to
comple(ng the third- and fourth-year requirements at STI which include earning their industry
desired cer(fica(ons. This development grew out of a collabora(on with SANS in 2017 in which the
College developed a cybersecurity course, based on a SANS curriculum. MC has partnered with them
on other events informing and engaging students interested in pursuing a career in cybersecurity.
SANS specializes in developing skills in those who have a founda(on in cybersecurity. The STI, which is
a regionally accredited college in Maryland, offers degree programs.

Scholarship for Excellence in Teaching
2021 Cohort

Congratula(ons to the 2021 cohort of the Scholarship for Excellence in Teaching:

Tito Baca, Health Sciences
Cecilia Evans, Mathema(cs
Michelle Harrell, Nursing

Sirisha Kollura, Mathema(cs
Marie Lohon, Psychology

Omowale Elson, Communica(ons
Patricia Freitag, Biology

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WKsGg1mD947Cl9I-jYgPGY3PpsvqrjDeIiF_kQ4eMG29nCTgaMr9kzOLdi0Bk5cDICCO6N1oBetaOUV2TtxT8Swli_61ZhUiSroelgcgdZ9ipJcHiUXR7vCGDCAqP0D0bSd23xxEHZGRSNjR76Hm0NXHW1Mhwf5AeoQLNvVNghQNsfyjHCq5ypGNrVexJ6BGz3Wufkmna6zc-YgzfoOM9sbFvFMFuS8PPAitUD-vqKSoaC2uVckNoA==&c=7C03SofcHTDKNW2--1HzIANcEczP_yhCGMjSMZwSMYQKor5tuMNKAw==&ch=rBnovpScFy025oZx6zpj1q-pbRH22eXCD2deDxHem7a5J1iIXq_iNQ==
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Patricia Freitag, Biology
Ginger Robinson, Criminal Jus(ce
Claudinna Rowley, Mathema(cs

Katya Salmi, Sociology
Alicia Sanderman, ELAP
Heather Satrom, ELAP

Carrie Shaw, ELAP
Areke Sowbhagyalakshmi, Performance Media Arts

MC recognized by the Open
Educa(on Global Consor(um

Montgomery College has been recognized by the Open
Educa(on Global consor(um (OE Global) for its United
Na(ons Sustainable Development Goals Open Pedagogy
Fellowship.
 
The College was named by the interna(onal consor(um
the winner in the Open Pedagogy category of the 2020
Open Educa(on Awards for Excellence. The fellowship
allows faculty to learn more about open pedagogy and
how to create open assignments linked to the United
Na(ons Sustainable Development Goals.
 
According to OE Global, the award is for "an innova(ve
open teaching prac(ce that incorporates openness in
several levels of the learning processes. Engaging not only
in the produc(on, use and reuse of content but also
promo(ng effec(ve open teaching prac(ces."
 

The College has offered the summer fellowship for three years. This year Montgomery College faculty
partnered with faculty from Kwantlen Polytechnic University in Vancouver, Canada, and the Maricopa
Community Colleges system in Arizona.
 
OE Global is a global, non-profit organiza(on suppor(ng the development and use of open educa(on
around the world.
 
More informa(on about the award can be found at h\ps://awards.oeglobal.org. Informa(on about
the fellowship is available at h\ps://www.montgomerycollege.edu/offices/elite/unesco/

First All-Day Advising Day
On October 20th, the College held its first
all-day Advising Day. No instruc(onal
classes were held, and students were
invited to a\end sessions which ranged
from academic degree program
informa(on, career and transfer
presenta(ons, group advising sessions,
individual advising sessions to review
academic degree plans, and even sessions

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WKsGg1mD947Cl9I-jYgPGY3PpsvqrjDeIiF_kQ4eMG29nCTgaMr9kzOLdi0Bk5cDmMR7ebU7GtklLsSgA0kKkW-cPx6IrpSnwPEd1CI0ml0psc-GFBecMQKEibntHI8sHTrQlCegQFB9z6PCLfKO_A==&c=7C03SofcHTDKNW2--1HzIANcEczP_yhCGMjSMZwSMYQKor5tuMNKAw==&ch=rBnovpScFy025oZx6zpj1q-pbRH22eXCD2deDxHem7a5J1iIXq_iNQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WKsGg1mD947Cl9I-jYgPGY3PpsvqrjDeIiF_kQ4eMG29nCTgaMr9k5yUuL5_SIFLVtRP_kkK1agqJ5KBU-omdk1q3BRi7CwUq6fuLVRf5OUl538JVXjNCGsGea5u5d7oRgfTBXVCKItJyGwVdvIo6fxh9ENyGQ-7Al_tHSrdZOpLObZQ23h_iYc9Qr88cQu7&c=7C03SofcHTDKNW2--1HzIANcEczP_yhCGMjSMZwSMYQKor5tuMNKAw==&ch=rBnovpScFy025oZx6zpj1q-pbRH22eXCD2deDxHem7a5J1iIXq_iNQ==
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academic degree plans, and even sessions
during which faculty shared their own
academic and career paths. Students were
also encouraged to reach out to their
faculty/academic program advisors.
Students were no(fied about the events
held for their academic programs through
class mee(ngs, emails, and departmental
webpages. Informa(on on the actual
number of par(cipants is being collected,
but sessions across the College were well-
a\ended. Many faculty con(nued to work
with students well into the evening, and
several specific sessions targeted evening
students, students interested in selec(ng a
major, making an academic plan, transfer,
dual enrollment, and parallel studies. Group sessions were followed by students a\ending individual
mee(ngs with faculty/academic program advisors. This was an excellent opportunity for students to
complete their academic plans in SAPC, and prepare their schedule for the spring semester.

Please send recogni(ons to laurie.savona@montgomerycollege.edu

Early College and Dual Enrollment Update
Early College Update:
The Early College Program increased fall 2019 to fall 2020 enrollment by 119% and has increased the
number of students par(cipa(ng in Early College programs from 153 in fall 2019 to 356 students in
Fall 2020.  Early College students were academically successful over the course of the 2019-2020
academic year by earning a 3.51 grade point average with the program having its first graduates
earning their A.S. degrees in May 2020.  The program added new programs as well as expanding
exis(ng programs to a second MC campus loca(on. The General Engineering A.S. program was added
at the Rockville Campus with the A.A.T. in Elementary Educa(on/Elementary Special Educa(on degree
program new to the Germantown Campus. Opportuni(es to par(cipate in the Biological Science and
Business degree programs were expanded and brought to the Germantown campus. We are looking
ahead to begin recruitment in October when we will add the Biotechnology A.A.S. degree program at
the Germantown Campus and expand access to the Computer Science program by bringing that Early
College program to the Takoma Park/Silver Spring Campus next year.
 
Dual Enrollment:
Dual Enrollment at MC provides a great opportunity for high school students to be admi\ed and
enrolled in college courses while earning their high school diploma. Through a strong partnership with
MCPS, dual enrollment has seen significant growth in many key areas, with con(nued academic
success amongst its par(cipants. In spring 2020, 667 students were enrolled in 902 courses increasing
enrollment by 30% from last spring. This fall, 973 students are enrolled in 1,400+ courses, increasing
enrollment by over 40% from last fall. Similarly, the Middle College programs con(nue to grow with a
78% enrollment increase from last year, while maintaining over a 90% ABC rate. Addi(onally, dual
enrollment offered more course sec(ons designated solely for HS students than ever before. This fall
there are 48 sec(ons in 18 disciplines. Lastly, the number of students applying for and receiving the
dual enrollment grant has also gone up significantly, with over $110,000 awarded to 184 students.

mailto:laurie.savona@montgomerycollege.edu
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697 students are projected to graduate through the Early and
Middle College programs by AY23

437 of those are students of color

Department Detail
Part-Time Faculty Ins(tute
The Ins(tute was designed to be\er incorporate the contribu(ons of part-(me faculty into the
essence of the College's opera(on. It serves as a central hub for new and current part-(me faculty
seeking general college informa(on, as well as an avenue to support part-(me faculty professional
development. Adjuncts have the opportunity to serve as Senior Part-(me Faculty Associates, Pat-(me
Faculty Associates, and/or Project Coordinators within the Ins(tute.

Senior Part-(me Faculty Associates serve as campus liaisons, responding to adjunct inquiries that may
be campus specific. They also spearhead some of the Ins(tute's larger projects (e.g., conferences and
awards banquets). Addi(onally, they support part-(me faculty in their role.

Part-(me Faculty Associates serve as liaisons between the Ins(tute and adjuncts within their assigned
academic department, ensuring that adjuncts receive (mely informa(on pertaining to their role. They
also serve as liaisons between the department leadership team and adjuncts, suppor(ng the efforts
of the chair and dean, as requested.

New for this semester, the Ins(tute restructured the process for appoin(ng a Part-(me Faculty
Associate to incorporate par(cipa(on from provosts, deans and chairs into the selec(on process.
Deans worked with their chairs to nominate an adjunct who demonstrated leadership capabili(es,
collegiality, and enthusiasm for helping to keep adjuncts connected and engaged, with the goal of
be\er suppor(ng departmental ini(a(ves.

Project Coordinators work directly with the Ins(tute on specific projects necessary for helping to
expand its reach and effec(veness.

For more informa(on about the Part-(me Faculty Ins(tute and its leadership team, please visit the
PFTI webpage.

Part-Cme Faculty Spotlight for November 2020 - Reginald Cyntje

Powerful. Sweet. Soulful. Cerebral. These are just some of the emo(ons people may experience when
they listen to Montgomery College part-(me professor Reginald Cyntje. It is not Cyntje’s words that
evoke such a potent response, but it is the dazzling music he plays on the trombone. He began his
teaching career at Montgomery College in 2013. He is a member of the Music Department on the
Rockville campus. He teaches a variety of courses that include ‘Trombone Studies’, ‘Jazz History’, and
‘American Popular Music’ to name just a few.

Besides teaching at the College, Cyntje is the Director of Jazz Studies at The Duke Ellington School of
the Arts in Washington, D.C.  He is an award winning musician, composer, and producer. He has
performed at a number of venues including the Kennedy Center’s Millennium Stage. He has been
playing trombone for 32 years.

“Since March, I’ve done my best to stay present, be resourceful, be crea(ve, and be flexible. My
students appreciate that I’m present and energized during our Zoom mee(ngs,” Cyntje said. While
this is a challenging (me, Cyntje helps to inspire his students. He said he tries to use music as a way to
“address healing, social jus(ce, and career goals despite the hindrance of our Covid-19 world.”

Cyntje has his own YouTube channel that features some of his performances. You can check it out

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WKsGg1mD947Cl9I-jYgPGY3PpsvqrjDeIiF_kQ4eMG29nCTgaMr9kzOLdi0Bk5cDJVaOxTsABkP0bBzFDuW9MWYw3WYpNCqU3bZrXb1TSwqFpYvVZo-NcwNB9h-EEb9snjWJiVLqcQzftvEMmzx9fgaBQKADOiaImgCGL0qJ9j2WGVcGo7-wVxrOS82KHlM9i0VOcz_m_YC5muL1ZB1WZg==&c=7C03SofcHTDKNW2--1HzIANcEczP_yhCGMjSMZwSMYQKor5tuMNKAw==&ch=rBnovpScFy025oZx6zpj1q-pbRH22eXCD2deDxHem7a5J1iIXq_iNQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WKsGg1mD947Cl9I-jYgPGY3PpsvqrjDeIiF_kQ4eMG29nCTgaMr9kzOLdi0Bk5cDFW2ZGK_jOHvQ5HLPWJzti4XWRInn9ZS8xihBSjAWI0RurLmP582YUQDnn-QSqY_fyNJANJ3tnV4njMhYRJ23M6rkKg8R02lfT3OKGKqAUEAogIIVimxTCXNrTLpwd-1CsCsW00KW7qGNW-Rxtm54Rag_jNpXrD5AmFbc1BxbCsOU_ihUmv7gUF5u2jWgvihwDAtShkCx7GA=&c=7C03SofcHTDKNW2--1HzIANcEczP_yhCGMjSMZwSMYQKor5tuMNKAw==&ch=rBnovpScFy025oZx6zpj1q-pbRH22eXCD2deDxHem7a5J1iIXq_iNQ==
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Cyntje has his own YouTube channel that features some of his performances. You can check it out
here: h\ps://www.youtube.com/reginaldcyntje

Congratula(ons to Brian Kotz
on his ar(cle "The opportuni(es of two-year college data
science," Harvard Data Science Review, October 29, 2020

h\ps://hdsr.mitpress.mit.edu/pub/safie31p/release/3

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WKsGg1mD947Cl9I-jYgPGY3PpsvqrjDeIiF_kQ4eMG29nCTgaMr9kzOLdi0Bk5cDm7C8WCodJUy_Ufzl0csDQtDo02swebLVqsDZIYS1jbMacpL8jKmaw5aq3ey-OJZx4uREjUlm00WVAKy1rf2PctLrosk7EEjm&c=7C03SofcHTDKNW2--1HzIANcEczP_yhCGMjSMZwSMYQKor5tuMNKAw==&ch=rBnovpScFy025oZx6zpj1q-pbRH22eXCD2deDxHem7a5J1iIXq_iNQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WKsGg1mD947Cl9I-jYgPGY3PpsvqrjDeIiF_kQ4eMG29nCTgaMr9kzOLdi0Bk5cD2BgTp5UhvYmZwy5BC4wHnYQWMYKOUQaHEqoPX8FyNzZ0shXCo2HgAzecZq-W0g7sjAkPVzRPUxCor8T2CmB_2eyQ9-AdBbogKAZsGnqV00qs9nqDmMGsTwtr2eQJDuoP&c=7C03SofcHTDKNW2--1HzIANcEczP_yhCGMjSMZwSMYQKor5tuMNKAw==&ch=rBnovpScFy025oZx6zpj1q-pbRH22eXCD2deDxHem7a5J1iIXq_iNQ==
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE

